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Available September 2003Created for the serious language-learner, our deluxe Ultimate Spanish

Advanced course has been revised and updated. It teaches a sophisticated level of conversation

and grammar and is equivalent to two years of college study. Free additional exercises are now

available on line!Perfect for the businessperson and anyone traveling or living abroad, Ultimate

Spanish Advanced course contains a 400+ page book with eight 60-minute CDs covering 20

lessons. Each lesson includes lively, up-to-date dialogues, vocabulary, exercises, culture notes, and

detailed explanations of grammar and usage.KEY FEATURES:â€¢ Ideal for anyone planning to live

or conduct business abroadâ€¢ Includes extensive business vocabulary and details of business

etiquetteâ€¢ Free extra practice on line with more than 100 additional practice sectionsâ€¢ Updated

with new vocabulary and information about culture and everyday life; and now include references to

the euroâ€¢ Now available on CD for ease in moving between lessonsâ€“perfect for use in the car, at

the gym, or anywhere you please
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I have completed this course as well as Ultimate French and Italian Advanced. Ultimate Spanish is

by far the poorest of the three.Like all of these courses there is, in my opinion, a very major flaw.

There is no transcript for the "Learn on the Go" tapes or CD's which comprise half of the audio

material. The sentences spoken are often complex and are spoken at normal speed. No matter how

many times I listened to some of them, I was unable to decipher them. I also found that for them to



be of any value that I had to transcribe the "Learn on the Go" material myself--a very time

consuming task. It took me at least a couple of hours per lesson--and I am a very advanced student

of languages.I was sometimes unable to make out the words even with repeated listening. (Of the

three courses I was able to transcribe completely the Italian--a language in which I have near native

fluency--and even that with difficulty. French stumped me once or twice. But Spanish...)Another

aggravating peculiarity of the course was the continual use of the future subjunctive--so beloved of

examination writers of the 1950's but of little practical value. Also, dialectical froms such as "vos"

received undue emphasis as did the second personal plural form "vosotros" which is absent in Latin

American Spanish.There were also a number of editing errors. The most egregious one appeared in

the "Apuntes" section of chaper 13 wherein it states that the Basques are "direct descendants of the

Celts." That is, of course, completely false. The Basques and their language are as far as ever has

been determined are totally unrelated to any others.I would also agree with other reviewers as to the

limited value of the business information and the exercises.
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